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CONFIDENTIAL BANJUL 0464 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GA 

SUB J : GAMBIAN ELECTIONS ENTER HOME STRETCH 

1 . PRESIDENT JAWARA, AFTER WEEK OF CAMPAIGNING IN LRD AND 
NBD WILL CONCENTRATE HIS FINAL EFFORTS BEFORE APRIL 4-5 
ELECTION IN WESTERN DIVISION CONSTITUENCIES NEAR BANJUL. 

STILL CONFIDENT OF VICTORY, HE AND HIS PPP APPEAR HEADED 
FOR RENEWED MANDATE. PERHAPS TO UNDERLIE CONFIDENCE, AND 
ALSO COUNTER CRITICISM THAT RADIO IS DOMINATED BY PPP, 

RADIO GAMBIA HAS BEGUN GIVING STRAIGHT NEWS COVERAGE TO 
NCP ACTIVITIES. LATEST POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH SOUNDINGS, 

RELAYED TO VISITING OFFICER FROM EMBASSY DAKAR, PREDICT 

27 SEATS FOR PPP, TWO FOR NCP (PRESUMABLY BANJUL SUBURBS), 

TWO FOR UP (UNDOUBTEDLY TWO THEY NOW HOLD IN BANJUL), AND 
FOUR UNDECIDED (NORTH BANK, AND REMAINING SEATS IN BANJUL 
AND SUBURBS). 

2. WHILE TENSION REMAINS HIGH, NO FURTHER INCIDENTS OF 
VIOLENT OUTBREAKS HAVE BEEN REPORTED SINCE MARCH 21. POLICE 
IG TOLD DAKAR OFFICER THAT MANY BAD RUMORS ARE CIRCULATING, 

BUT STILL LEVEL OF INCIDENTS WELL BELOW THOSE OF HOTLY 
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CONTESTED PRE-INDEPENDENCE ELECTION OF 1962. NCP TROUBLE- 
MAKERS ARE SAME CROWD WHO WERE USED BY PPP AGAINST UP 
DURING PAST CAMPAIGNS, THEREFORE POLICE KNOW THEIR TACTICS. 

I.G. M’BOOB IS CONFIDENT HIS POLICE CAN HANDLE ANY 
DISTURBANCES. POLICE HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO INCARCERATE 
OFFENDERS IMMEDIATELY. DEMONSTRATIONS BY UP-RIVER PEOPLE 
IN BANJUL ON APRIL 5 AND 6 (WHEN RESULTS ARE ANNOUNCED) 
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WILL NOT BE PERMITTED, AS POLICE WILL DENY PERMITS FOR PARADES 
AND/OR DRUMMINGS ON THOSE DAYS. THIS WILL AVOID CONFRONT- 
ATION BETWEEN PRO-PPP PROVINCIALS AND SIZEABLE ANTI-PPP 
CROWD IN BANJUL. 

3. SENEGALESE HIGH COMMISSIONER M'BENGUE AND CHARGE HELD 
LENGTHY TOUR D HORIZON MARCH 29, DURING WHICH LATTER CONFIRMED 
HIS SOUNDINGS BY SENEGALESE INFORMERS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
THAT COMBINED OPPOSITION WOULD NOT TAKE MORE THAN 8 

SEATS. WHILE HE INDICATED APPARENT SENEGALESE PREFERENCE 
FOR RE-ELECTION PRESIDENT JAWARA, HE FEELS DIBBA IS 
INTELLIGENT, ABLE AND QUITE LIKELY TO WIN NEXT GAMBIAN 
ELECTION. THIS PROSPECT WOULD NOT DISCOMFIT SENEGAL, 

HE DECLARED, AS DIBBA HAS REITERATED NEED FOR ESPECIALLY 
CLOSE SENE-GAMBIAN TIES. M’BENGUE FEELS LIKELIHOOD OF 
CIVIL DISTURBANCE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT ELECTION RESULTS 
IS VERY HIGH, THEREFORE, HE IS CLOSING HIGH COMMISSION 
APRIL 5 AND 6. IT SHOULD BE RECALLED THAT ANGRY BANJUL 
MOB SEVERELY DAMAGED SENEGALESE HIGH COMMISSION IN 1969 
WHEN ANTI-SENEGALESE SENTIMENT RAN HIGH IN GAMBIA, FOLL- 
OWING SENEGAL'S CRACK-DOWN ON FRONTIER COMMERCE. 

4. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER ALSO TOLD CHARGE HE SEES 
NO MORE THAN 7 OR 8 SEATS GOING TO COMBINED OPPOSITION. 

WHILE HE AGREED THAT SPECIAL PRUDENCE SHOULD BE EXERCISED 
APRIL 5, HICOM SHARES OUR ASSESSMENT THAT THINGS NOT 
LIKELY TO GET OUT OF HAND, AND FOREIGNERS WOULD NOT BE 
TARGET OF FRUSTRATED SUPPORTERS OF ELECTORAL LOSERS. HE 
LAUGHED OFF POPULAR RUMOR CURRENTLY MAKING ROUNDS THAT 
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BRITISH ARMY UNIT (APPROXIMATELY 150 MEN) PRESENTLY UP 
RIVER ON TRAINING MISSION, IS REALLY IN GAMBIA TO PROP-UP 
JAWARA GOVERNMENT AND INTERVENE IN CASE OF DISORDER. 

WY GANT 
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